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UK Recycling had a great year! This
w— year has produced incredible growth
KENTUCKY ‘ = j:-l—- and progress throughout campus. The
3 RBB\‘G\\“% "j" University saw an increase in the
0\ C'& Q\ o i diversion rate, which reached 34% and
\ o8 lead to the greatest decrease in landfill
"'-’_ e 2 eight the university has had in recent
—p—— years. Compared to 2018, there was a
HJ:-E 9% decrease - nearly 2 million pounds -
i in amount of material UK sent to the

%rec e

_______ landfill in 2019. This decrease is
especially noteworthy given the
e continued growth on the campus.
. S _ New programs in 2019 includes the
S I following:
\ I Sty I 8 o8 x

- g e Styrofoam Cooler Recycling
e |V Wrapper Recycling

T W ' e Food Waste Compost Program

In 2017, the University released its 5 year MAT E RIAL s

Sustainability Strategic Plan, which includes

goals specific to waste reduction and recycling. MANAG E M E N T

The four main goals for Materials Management

include - Sustainability Strategic Plan
1.Increase UK's waste diversion rate to 50% (2017-2020)
2.Develop and implement a sustainability : :

ourchasing protocol MATERIALS MANAGEMENT
3.Conduct waste audits to understand the

University's waste stream ;, [r—
4.Increase education and outreach on waste JI G — L

diversion/reduction and procurement practices.

ii.% Recycling


https://www.uky.edu/facilities/cppd/services/facilities-services/recycling
https://www.uky.edu/facilities/cppd/services/facilities-services/recycling/styrofoam-cooler-faq
https://www.uky.edu/facilities/cppd/services/facilities-services/recycling/ukhc/rigid-plastic-recycling
https://www.uky.edu/facilities/cppd/services/facilities-services/recycling/organics-food-waste-diversion
https://www.uky.edu/sustainability/sustainability-strategic-plan
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Year in Review

RECYCLING

The All-in-One recycling
(cardboard, paper, aluminum All-in-One RecyCIing
& steel cans, plastic bottles & 1,500
jugs, glass bottles & jars)
increased total weight by
16% from 2018 weights.

1,298 Tons

1,114 Tons

1,016 Tons

1,000

2019 637 Tons M

Recycling Rate 500 . .
0

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Recycling Goal vs. Actual Weight
1,500 All-in-One general recycling is

the largest portion of our
recycling effort on campus. In
order to achieve the goal of
1,119 Tons increasing recycling by 25% by
2022, UK Recycling has set ta

1,298 Tons

1,000
! UK Recycling is on track to
2017 20718 2079 increase recycling by 25% by
2022, meaning one of the goals
B——— & All-in-One Recycling Annual Goal Targets in the Sustainability Strategic
m——a All-in-One Recycling Annual Actual Weight Plan.

Ti.% Recycling


https://www.uky.edu/facilities/cppd/services/facilities-services/recycling/what-is-recyclable
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Year in Review

OTHER RECYCLING 15%

In addition to general recycling, UK Recycling has
other recycling programs to capture a wider range of
materials. Check out the full list of items recycled on
UK Recycling's_ website.

increase
from 2018

9.02 Tons

Batteries
Cardboard

385.67 Tons

Confidential Paper
Cooking Oill

456.47 Tons

33.87 Tons

Electronic Waste

95.23 Tons

Appliances

29.81 Tons

3.66 Tons

Hard Drives

Hardbound Books

46.87 Tons

Scrap Metal
Motor Oil
Oil Filters

Lightbulbs

399.32 Tons

7.39 Tons

0.69 Tons

6.20 Tons

19.51 Tons

Tires

Toner/Cartridges  ff&6oTors

O

100 200 300 400 500
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https://www.uky.edu/facilities/cppd/services/facilities-services/recycling/other-recycling
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Year in Review

OTHER RECYCLING
HEALTHCARE

UK Healthcare works with UK Recycling to increase
their recycling efforts!
Check out the full list of items recycled at UKHC on
UK Recyclings_website.

Blue Wrap

17.29 Tons

1.20 Tons

IV Wrappers

Styrofoam 3.39Tons

3.83 Tons

Lab Pippette

Other Plastics

16.32 Tons

12.93 Tons

Stryker Equipment

0 5 10 15 20

t=}


https://www.uky.edu/facilities/cppd/services/facilities-services/recycling/ukhc

Year in Review

AMERICA RECYCLES DAY

Each year, to celebrate America Recycles Day, November 15th,
UK Recycling develops a campaign to encourage faculty, staff

and students to recycle. Using data from the 2018 Waste

Characterization Study, cardboard was found to be an item
consistently thrown away. Through the #BringOnTheBoxes

campaign, over 500 faculty, staff and students took the

pledges to recycle their cardboard boxes.

CLEAN & EMPTY
PIZZA BOXES
ARE RECYCLABLE!

B Recycling

5.6% of UK's
landfill waste is
cardboard and
Kraft paper.*

Did you know?

575 tons of cardboard were thrown
away last year at UK.

Will you pledge to #recycleblue ?

#recycleblue

¥ Recveline
#BringontheBoxes . ht!C}CIII‘I,:'}
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Year in Review

RECYCLING - EXPANDED

As UK Recycling continues to work toward a 50% diversion rate,
new materials have been added to the list of recyclable items.
In 2019, both Styrofoam coolers and IV Wrappers were

collected and recycled diverting over 5,000Ibs of material from
the landfill.

Styrofoam Coolers

UK Recycling began a partnership with Creative
Packaging in Shelbyville, KY to recycle the University's
styrofoam coolers. Creative Packaging works to reuse
the coolers as-is or break them down to create new
coolers or molded packaging.

This initiative began through a UK Recycling Student
Intern's, Sophie Beavin, independent project. In 2019,
almost 7,0001bs of styrofoam was diverted from the
landfill and recycled!

IV Wrapper Recycling

To assist UK Healthcare with waste diversion efforts,
UK Recycling began a new program to capture the
outer wrappers for IV Bags. Since most areas
throughout the hospital use IV bags, the potential for
this program to grow is substantial.

#2 HDPE
This new program began through a partnership with PLASTIG BAG ONI_Y

Central Pharmacy and the Nursing Sustainability
Committee. Through their efforts, over 1.2 tons of FOR SERVICE CALL 257-6234

material was diverted from the landfill and given a Bk Healthcare Tk recycling
second life through recycling.

t=}


https://www.uky.edu/facilities/cppd/services/facilities-services/recycling/goals_data
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Year in Review

DONATION/REUSE

UK Recycling's donation and reuse efforts

produced incredible growth throughout Donation & Reuse

campus with the start of the concrete 1,500
recycling program.

1,353 Tons

The concrete reported and recycled does 1,000

not include concrete from major - 859 Tons
construction projects, but smaller Facilities
Department and College of Agriculture,
Food and the Environment projects.

797 Tons

500 505 Tons

" Increase
from 2018 0

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Donations
27%  Pallets

8.9% Concrete -460 Tons

. Clean Fill -42 Tons

.Reusable Sharps*-58 Tons

. Surplus - 319 Tons

Fly Ash .Fly Ash-361 Tons

25.6%
. Paint-5 Tons

Paint
0.3%

Concrete
32.6%

.Food Donations - 3 Tons

Reusable Sharps
4.1%

Donations - 38 Tons

Surplus
22.6%

*|tems from UKHC that are properly cleaned and reused

Ti.% Recycling
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GIVE & GO DONATION
PROGRAM -~

Each year, UK Recycling patners with multiple community groups to
donate usable and unwanted items students choose to donate.
Household items are donated to Goodwill and the Women's Hope
Center. Non-perishable foods are donated to Big Blue Pantry on
campus.

May 20 19 Results The Give and Go Donation Station program is
a collaboration among several UK departments -
BIG BLU E MOVE Recycling, Trucking, Residence Life, Campus
WHAT DID WE DONATE DURING SPRING 2019 RESIDENCE LIFE MOVE OUT? HOUSing, Auxiliary Sel’ViceS, SUSta|nab|||ty and B|g
Blue Pantry. The goal of the program is to

21 ,024 Ibs 1 30/0 encourage students to donate rather than throw

TOTAL DONATED |  increase since 2018 out usable items

Give & Go Donations

%01010132% B

FOOD SENT TO
BIG BLUE PANTRY Sk 21,024

' 18,449
§ 15,732
21,024 Ibs| 2 39, 1
HOUSEHOLD ITEM S increase since 2018
ﬂ - |
& .

%Rccycling sar A 2017 2018 2019

Partners BIG
BLUE

' P ~ PANTRY -
H ~ E . GoodWIII UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY
gooduwill

CENTER Industries of Kentucky Kentucky

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH (|



https://www.uky.edu/facilities/cppd/services/facilities-services/recycling/giveandgo
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SUSTAINABILITY INTERNSHIP
RECYCLING INTERN

Each year, UK Recycling hosts interns to assist with day-to-day
operations and develop an independent project. In 2019, Sophie
Beavin developed a Reuse Resource map for UK Students to

learn about opportunities to thrift, resell, repair, donate and
recycle.

THRIFT « RESELL « REPAIR

RECYCLING RESOURCES MAP

DONATE - RECYCLE

n‘|

0 9

Donation Recycling Repair Resell Thrift
Center Center Stores Stores Stores

This map was a partnership with Information Technology Services' Mapping &

Geospatial Products to produce this first of its kind map that highlights stores and
centers through lexington.

Ti.% Recycling


https://ukyfm.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=2fba3ab4f2564f9082695337856c08dd
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COMPOST/ORGANICS

UK Recycling, in partnership with
UK Sustainability, UK Dining, and
UK College of Agriculture, Food
and the Environment, began a
Food Waste Composting
program. From June 2019 to
December 2019, the Food Waste
Composting program captured
over 62 Tons.

Increase
from 2018

20%

Compost & Organics

750

629 Tons

526 Tons
500

273 Tons
250

148 Tons

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Additionally, UK Grounds increased yard waste -
leaves, brush, wood chips, etc. - collection through
campus. The yard waste captured was composted
and diverted from the landfill.

Or
336 tons

237 tons 62 tons

mulched composted composted



https://www.uky.edu/facilities/cppd/services/facilities-services/recycling/organics-diversion/Food-Waste
https://www.uky.edu/facilities/cppd/services/facilities-services/recycling/organics-diversion/Food-Waste

PAGE 11

Year in Review

FOOD WASTE
COMPOST PROGRAM

In June 2019, the University began capturing food waste from the UK
Dining facilities. Food waste, scraps and brown napkins left on plates
are pulped and sent to the UK C. Oran Little Research Center farm to
become compost. Finished compost is brought back to campus and

utilized by UK Grounds as a soil amendment.

Food vi/élsté is sent through a
pulper at each dining facility.

Food waste is incororated with
animal bedding and manure and
composted.

: L R
Food waste is captured in

the collection truck.

Finished compost is then loaded
into the truck and transported
back to campus.

All food \'/:v"éste'is t‘Sken out to the

UK Farm.

K Groun utilizes finished
compost on campus as a soil
amendment.
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DIVERSION

In 2018, the university's diversion
rate was 27%. UK Recycling is LANDFILL WASTE
pleased to announce that the 12,500
diversion rate increased to 34%

in 2019, and that UK is on track 10,000
to hit its goal of diverting half of

its waste by 2022. 7,500

5,000
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10,569 Tons
10,309 Tons
10,262 Tons

n
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DECREASE o)

FROM 2,500
2018

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

TOTAL WASTE

Organics
4%

Donation/Reuse
10%

340/ . Landfill - 9347 Tons
Recycling
20% o

Diversion . Organics - 629 Tons
Rate . Reuse - 1411 Tons

Landfill
66%

. Recycle - 2856 Tons

Total Waste Generated - 14,243 Tons
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