


1. The best way to avoid generating food waste is to know how 
many people plan to attend your event so you can order just 
the right amount of food!

2. Make a plan for leftovers by working with Big Blue Pantry  or 
Campus Kitchens to donate leftover foods or each out to other 
student organizations to see if students on campus want your 
leftovers.

1. Giveaways: Ask vendors and/or promotional companies to NOT 
individually wrap each giveaway. Make sure to give away useful 
items that people will want to use again and again, and see if the 
give-a-way can be and from recycled materials (sunglasses made 
from recycled plastic bottles, etc.)

2. Request our Hydration Station, a 4-spigot, table-top water 
dispenser for your event.

3. Invite students to the event through electronic announcements 
or invitations.

4. If possible, provide reusable options (cups, plates, etc.)

5. Throughout the event, announce and remind people what to 
recycle.

6. Remember that glitter, confetti, and balloons become litter and aren’t 
recyclable. Consider using reusable/sustainable alternatives.

7. Consider reusing old yard signs instead of ordering new ones. You 
can also contact UK Recycling to pick up old yard signs for recycling

8. Communicate prior to the event about the sustainable efforts you 
are trying to incorporate.

9. Contact UK Recycling at recycle@uky.edu for more resources or 
suggestions.


